Writings By and On Jawaharlal Nehru: A
Comprehensive Exploration of a Visionary's
Legacy

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of independent India, was an
eminent figure whose writings and thoughts continue to shape the nation's
political, economic, and social landscape. Nehru's extensive literary corpus
and the vast body of literature written about him provide invaluable insights
into his ideas, ideals, and vision for India. This article delves into the
writings by and on Jawaharlal Nehru, exploring the key themes,
perspectives, and contributions that shaped his legacy and continue to
resonate today.

Writings By Jawaharlal Nehru

Nehru's literary output is both diverse and voluminous, encompassing
essays, speeches, letters, autobiographies, and books. His early writings,
such as Letters from a Father to His Daughter and The Discovery of India,
reflect his deep commitment to freedom, equality, and national unity.
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"Letters from a Father to His Daughter" (1928)

In this series of letters written to his young daughter, Indira, Nehru
expounds on a wide range of topics, including Indian history, world events,
and his own political views. The letters provide a glimpse into Nehru's
intimate thoughts and his desire to instill in his daughter a deep
understanding of her country and its future.
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"The Discovery of India" (1946)

Written during his imprisonment during the Indian independence
movement, The Discovery of India is a comprehensive overview of Indian
history, culture, and civilization. Nehru traces India's journey from ancient
times to the present day, offering his unique perspective on the country's
strengths, weaknesses, and the challenges it faces.
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Speeches and Addresses

Nehru's speeches and addresses, delivered at various stages of his
political career, are a testament to his exceptional oratory and his ability to
inspire and mobilize the Indian people. His famous "Tryst with Destiny"
speech, delivered on the eve of India's independence, remains an iconic
moment in Indian history.

Writings On Jawaharlal Nehru

Nehru's life and work have been the subject of numerous biographies,
analyses, and critical appraisals. Scholars and researchers have explored
various aspects of his political thought, social vision, and foreign policy.

"The Idea of India: A Personal View" by Sunanda K. Datta-Ray (1996)

This comprehensive biography by Sunanda K. Datta-Ray provides a
detailed account of Nehru's life and career. Datta-Ray draws on extensive
research and personal anecdotes to present a nuanced and insightful
portrait of Nehru as a statesman, visionary, and human being.

"The Cambridge Companion to Nehru" edited by Srinath Raghavan
(2011)

This collection of essays by leading scholars examines various dimensions
of Nehru's life and work. The essays explore his political philosophy,
economic policies, social reforms, and diplomatic initiatives, offering a
comprehensive assessment of his legacy.

"Nehru: The Invention of India" by Shashi Tharoor (2003)

Shashi Tharoor's critically acclaimed biography provides a fresh
perspective on Nehru's role in shaping modern India. Tharoor argues that



Nehru's vision for India as a secular, democratic, and progressive nation
was instrumental in laying the foundations for the country's successful
development.

Nehru's Key Contributions

Jawaharlal Nehru's writings and speeches have made significant
contributions to Indian and global discourse on politics, economics, and
social development. Below are some of his key contributions:

Secularism and National Unity

Nehru was a staunch advocate of secularism and believed in the need to
build a harmonious society where people of different faiths could live
together in peace and unity. He played a pivotal role in incorporating
secularism as a fundamental principle in the Indian Constitution.

Socialism and Economic Development

Nehru was influenced by socialist ideals and believed in the government's
role in promoting economic equality and social justice. He implemented a
series of policies aimed at reducing poverty, reducing income disparities,
and fostering industrial growth.

Non-Alignment and World Peace

Nehru was a strong advocate of non-alignment during the Cold War era.
He believed that India should remain independent of power blocs and play
a role as a mediator in international conflicts. Nehru's non-aligned stance
earned him the respect of world leaders and helped India emerge as a
global leader.

Nehru's Legacy



Jawaharlal Nehru's legacy as a visionary leader and a prolific writer
continues to inspire and guide policymakers, scholars, and the general
public. His writings and speeches provide a timeless perspective on the
challenges and opportunities facing India and the world.

Nehru's ideas on democracy, secularism, economic development, and
global cooperation remain relevant in the 21st century. As India navigates
the complexities of the modern world, the writings of Jawaharlal Nehru
serve as a source of wisdom and inspiration.

Jawaharlal Nehru's writings and the body of literature written about him
constitute a rich and invaluable resource for understanding the ideas,
ideals, and contributions of one of the most influential figures in modern
history. His writings provide insights into the complexities of Indian society,
the challenges of nation-building, and the pursuit of a just and equitable
world. By exploring the writings by and on Jawaharlal Nehru, we can gain a
deeper appreciation of his legacy and continue to draw inspiration from his
vision for India and humanity.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel

## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo

In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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