They Call It Pacific: An Annotated Exploration
of the Unforgettable War Novel

James Michener's epic novel They Call It Pacific, first published in 1947,
stands as a towering achievement in war literature. This sprawling,
multifaceted work chronicles the experiences of a diverse cast of
characters during the grueling battles of the Pacific War in World War II.
Through its vivid prose, evocative imagery, and thought-provoking themes,
They Call It Pacific offers a profound and unforgettable exploration of the
human condition in the face of conflict.

This annotated exploration will delve deeply into the novel, providing
insights into its historical context, literary techniques, character
development, and enduring legacy. By examining the text in detail, we will
uncover the novel's hidden depths and gain a deeper appreciation for its
artistry and power.
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Historical Context

They Call It Pacific is set against the backdrop of the Pacific War, a brutal
and protracted conflict that spanned from 1941 to 1945. The novel captures
the horrors and complexities of this conflict, depicting the fierce battles, the
immense sacrifices, and the profound transformations that war inflicts upon
individuals and societies. Michener's novel is meticulously researched and
grounded in historical events, providing a rich and authentic portrayal of the
war's impact on the human experience.

Literary Techniques

Michener employs a variety of literary techniques to create a compelling
and immersive narrative. The novel's vast scope is conveyed through a
sprawling cast of characters, each with their own unique experiences and
perspectives. Michener uses multiple perspectives to provide a
comprehensive and nuanced account of the war, exploring the challenges
and choices faced by soldiers, civilians, and leaders alike.

The novel's prose is lyrical and evocative, capturing the beauty and terror
of the Pacific islands and the chaotic intensity of combat. Michener
employs vivid imagery to paint vivid pictures in the reader's mind, bringing
the sights, sounds, and smells of the war to life. The novel's structure is
complex and non-linear, mirroring the fragmented and non-chronological
nature of war itself.

Character Study
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They Call It Pacific features a diverse cast of characters, each representing
a different facet of the human experience in war. From the idealistic young
soldier to the hardened Marine veteran, from the Japanese-American
civilians to the enigmatic native islanders, Michener's characters are
complex and deeply realized.

Through their experiences, we witness the profound transformations that
war inflicts upon individuals. Characters are tested, their morals are
challenged, and their identities are forged in the crucible of conflict.
Michener's characters are not simply plot devices but rather fully developed
and relatable human beings whose struggles and triumphs resonate with
readers on a deeply emotional level.

Themes

They Call It Pacific explores a multitude of themes, each offering a
profound insight into the nature of war and the human condition. The novel
examines the themes of courage and cowardice, loyalty and betrayal, love
and loss, and the search for meaning in the face of senseless violence.

Michener also explores the themes of race and prejudice, as the novel
depicts the complexities of interracial relationships and the horrors of racial
discrimination. The novel challenges readers to confront their own
prejudices and to reflect on the corrosive effects of bigotry.

Symbolism and Allegory

They Call It Pacific is rich in symbolism and allegory, adding depth and
resonance to the narrative. The novel's title itself is a powerful symbol,
evoking the vast expanse and unforgiving nature of the Pacific Ocean, as
well as the elusive and intangible nature of the war itself.



The novel's characters often represent allegorical figures, embodying
different aspects of the human experience. For example, Hanson
represents the idealistic young soldier who is shattered by the horrors of
war, while Brubaker represents the hardened and cynical veteran who has
lost faith in humanity.

Cultural Impact

They Call It Pacific has had a lasting and profound impact on American
culture. The novel has been widely read and studied, and its characters
and themes have become embedded in the American consciousness. The
novel has been adapted into a popular film and television series, and its
insights into the human condition continue to resonate with audiences
around the world.

The novel's exploration of war's horrors and its devastating impact on
individuals and communities has made it a touchstone for anti-war
literature. They Call It Pacific stands
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An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...
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