
The Whole Ruth: A Comprehensive Biography
of Ruth Stout
Ruth Stout was an American gardener, author, and lecturer who became
famous for her unique approach to gardening. She was known for her
organic methods, which emphasized the use of mulches and compost
rather than chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Stout's writings and lectures
helped to popularize organic gardening and raised awareness of the
importance of soil health.

Early Life and Education

Ruth Stout was born on May 10, 1884, in Kansas City, Missouri. Her father
was a doctor, and her mother was a homemaker. Stout had a strong
interest in nature from a young age and spent much of her childhood
exploring the woods near her home. She attended the University of
Kansas, where she studied botany and horticulture.
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Gardening Career

After graduating from college, Stout moved to New York City, where she
worked as a journalist and editor. However, she eventually decided to
pursue her love of gardening and moved to Connecticut in 1935. She
purchased a small farm, where she began to experiment with organic
gardening methods.

Stout's approach to gardening was based on the belief that the soil is a
living ecosystem that should be nurtured and protected. She used mulches
and compost to improve soil structure and fertility, and she avoided using
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Stout also advocated for the use of
companion planting, which is the practice of planting different species of
plants together to benefit each other.

Writing and Lectures

Stout began writing about her gardening experiences in the 1940s. Her first
book, "Gardening Without Work," was published in 1956 and became a
bestseller. She went on to write several more books, including "How to
Have a Green Thumb Without an Aching Back" (1964),"Ruth Stout's No-
Work Gardening Book" (1971),and "The Ruth Stout No-Work Companion
Planting" (1988).

Stout also became a popular lecturer, sharing her gardening tips and
advice with audiences across the country. She was known for her down-to-
earth style and her ability to make gardening accessible to even the most
novice gardener.

Personal Life



Ruth Stout never married and had no children. She lived a simple life,
focused on her gardening and writing. She was a private person who shied
away from the limelight. Stout died on August 11, 1980, at the age of 96.

Legacy

Ruth Stout is considered one of the pioneers of the organic gardening
movement. Her books and lectures helped to popularize organic gardening
and raised awareness of the importance of soil health. Stout's legacy lives
on through her writings, which continue to inspire gardeners around the
world.

Ruth Stout was a remarkable woman who made a significant contribution to
the world of gardening. Her organic methods and emphasis on soil health
helped to change the way people think about gardening. Stout's legacy as
a pioneer of organic gardening continues to inspire gardeners today.

Additional Resources

The Ruth Stout Foundation

Ruth Stout, Pioneer of No-Till Gardening

Ruth Stout: The No-Work Gardening Guru

A black-and-white photograph of Ruth Stout, a middle-aged woman with
short, dark hair, wearing a gardening hat and holding a shovel. She is
standing in a garden, surrounded by plants and flowers.
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