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Russell Bufalino, a shadowy figure in the annals of organized crime,
emerged as a formidable kingpin whose influence extended far and wide.
Starting his criminal career in the 1930s, Bufalino's rise to power was
marked by a mix of cunning, ruthlessness, and a shrewd understanding of
the underworld.

Early Life and Criminal Beginnings

Born in 1903 in Montedoro, Sicily, Bufalino immigrated to the United States
at a young age and settled in the coal-mining town of Pittston,
Pennsylvania. His early involvement in petty crimes led to his association
with the emerging crime family under boss Rosario DeSimone. Bufalino
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quickly proved his mettle, becoming a trusted lieutenant and eventually a
key player in the organization's extortion and gambling rackets.

As the DeSimone family's power grew, so did Bufalino's influence. He
became known for his calm demeanor, strategic thinking, and ability to
resolve conflicts within the ranks. These qualities earned him the respect of
both his peers and superiors, laying the foundation for his future rise to
prominence.

The Pennsylvania Crime Family

In the late 1950s, following the death of DeSimone, Bufalino took control of
the crime family, rebranding it as the "Pennsylvania crime family." Under his
leadership, the organization expanded its operations, controlling lucrative
rackets such as labor unions, construction, and waste disposal.

Bufalino's reputation as a shrewd negotiator and diplomatic leader allowed
him to forge alliances with other powerful crime families, including the
Genovese and Lucchese clans in New York City. These connections further
solidified his position as a major player in the national crime landscape.

Involvement in the Teamsters Union

One of Bufalino's most significant achievements was his successful
infiltration of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, a powerful labor
union representing truck drivers across the United States. Bufalino
established close ties with Teamsters president Jimmy Hoffa, gaining
significant influence over the union's operations.

Bufalino's involvement in the Teamsters union provided the crime family
with a legitimate cover for its activities and access to vast financial



resources. This alliance proved to be mutually beneficial, as Hoffa used the
union's power to support his own criminal endeavors.

The JFK Assassination Conspiracy

Bufalino's name has also been linked to one of the most enduring
mysteries in American history: the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy in 1963. Some conspiracy theories allege that Bufalino was
involved in a plot to assassinate Kennedy due to the president's crackdown
on organized crime.

While no conclusive evidence has ever been found to support these claims,
Bufalino's known associates and his close relationship with Jack Ruby, the
man who killed Lee Harvey Oswald, have fueled speculation about his
potential involvement.

Trial, Sentencing, and Death

In 1988, Bufalino was indicted on charges related to the Teamsters union
pension fund scandal. The trial lasted for two years and culminated in his
conviction on multiple counts of racketeering and conspiracy. Bufalino was
sentenced to 10 years in prison, effectively ending his reign as a Mafia
kingpin.

Bufalino spent the remaining years of his life in prison, where he died in
1994 at the age of 91. Despite his death, his legacy as one of the most
influential and enigmatic figures in organized crime history lives on.

Russell Bufalino was a complex and enigmatic figure whose criminal career
spanned several decades. From his early days as a rising star in the
DeSimone crime family to his role as the head of the Pennsylvania crime



family and his involvement in the Teamsters union, Bufalino left an enduring
mark on the American underworld.

While his connections to high-profile crimes, such as the JFK
assassination, remain largely speculative, Bufalino's undisputed influence
and shrewd leadership made him a formidable force in organized crime
history. His legacy as a kingpin of immense power and sophistication
continues to fascinate and intrigue to this day.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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