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The discovery of penicillin in 1928 was a breakthrough that forever
changed medicine. It is one of the most iconic stories in medical history,
and it has inspired countless books, articles, and films. But what is the true
story behind penicillin? How did one man's accidental observation lead to
one of history's most significant scientific discoveries?

The Accidental Discovery

The story of penicillin begins in September 1928, in the laboratory of Dr.
Alexander Fleming at St. Mary's Hospital in London. Fleming was a
bacteriologist, and he was studying the effects of the influenza virus on
bacteria.
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One day, Fleming noticed that a mold had contaminated one of his petri
dishes. The mold had been growing on a piece of bread, and it had spread
to the bacteria that were growing on the dish. Fleming was curious about
the effect that the mold was having on the bacteria, so he decided to
investigate further.

Fleming noticed that the bacteria were dying around the mold. He realized
that the mold was producing some kind of substance that was killing the
bacteria. Fleming called this substance "penicillin."

The Development of Penicillin

Fleming's discovery of penicillin was a major breakthrough, but it took many
years for penicillin to be developed into a viable treatment for bacterial
infections.

One of the biggest challenges was finding a way to produce penicillin in
large quantities. Fleming's original method of growing penicillin on bread
was not practical for commercial production. In 1940, a team of scientists at
the University of Oxford developed a new method for producing penicillin
using submerged fermentation. This method made it possible to produce
penicillin in large quantities, and it paved the way for the widespread use of
penicillin to treat bacterial infections.

The Impact of Penicillin

The discovery of penicillin had a profound impact on medicine. Before
penicillin, there were few effective treatments for bacterial infections.
People often died from diseases such as pneumonia, tuberculosis, and
blood poisoning.



Penicillin changed all of that. It is a powerful antibiotic that is effective
against a wide range of bacteria. Penicillin has saved millions of lives, and
it is one of the most important drugs in medical history.

The Legacy of Penicillin

The discovery of penicillin is a testament to the power of scientific
observation and experimentation. Fleming's accidental observation of the
mold growing on his petri dish led to one of the most important medical
discoveries of all time.

Penicillin has had a profound impact on the world, and its legacy will
continue for generations to come. It is a reminder that even the smallest of
discoveries can have a major impact on the world.

Additional Resources

Penicillin: The History of an Antibiotic

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 1945

Penicillin: A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Fact
Sheet
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Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin. (Image courtesy of the Wellcome
Library.)
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## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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