
The Fiery Reign and Troubled Legacy of IBM
Founding Father and Son
The history of International Business Machines (IBM) is inextricably
intertwined with the lives and careers of its founding father and son,
Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Thomas J. Watson Jr. Together, they presided
over the company's transformation from a fledgling enterprise into a global
technology behemoth.
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Thomas J. Watson Sr.: The Visionary Leader

Born in 1874, Thomas J. Watson Sr. rose through the ranks of the
Computing-Tabulating-Recording Company (CTR) in the early 1900s. In
1914, he engineered a merger that created IBM, and he became the
company's first president.
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Watson Sr. was a charismatic and visionary leader. He believed in the
power of technology to transform businesses and society. Under his
leadership, IBM developed the first commercial tabulating machine, the
IBM 601. This machine revolutionized the way businesses processed data,
and it laid the foundation for the company's future success.

Watson Sr. was also a master of marketing. He recognized the importance
of building a strong brand, and he invested heavily in advertising and public
relations. As a result of his efforts, IBM became one of the most
recognizable companies in the world.

Thomas J. Watson Jr.: The Innovator

Thomas J. Watson Jr. was born in 1914, and he joined IBM in 1937. He
quickly rose through the ranks, and he became the company's president in
1956. Watson Jr. was a brilliant innovator, and he oversaw the
development of many of IBM's most important products, including the IBM
701, the first commercial computer.

Watson Jr. also had a keen eye for talent. He recruited some of the best
and brightest engineers and scientists in the world to work at IBM. As a
result, the company became a leader in the development of new
technologies, such as transistors, integrated circuits, and computer
software.

Under Watson Jr.'s leadership, IBM became the dominant player in the
computer industry. The company's products were used by businesses,
governments, and universities all over the world. IBM also played a major
role in the development of the Internet. Watson Jr. believed that computers



should be used to solve the world's most pressing problems, and he
invested heavily in research and development.

The Fiery Reign

Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Thomas J. Watson Jr. were both larger-than-life
figures. They were brilliant, ambitious, and determined to make IBM the
best company in the world. They were also both known for their fiery
tempers and demanding personalities.

Watson Sr. was particularly known for his autocratic style of management.
He expected his employees to work long hours and to meet his high
standards. He was also known for his temper, and he often berated
employees who failed to meet his expectations.

Watson Jr. was not as autocratic as his father, but he was also known for
his demanding personality. He was determined to make IBM the best
company in the world, and he drove his employees to achieve their full
potential.

The fiery reign of Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Thomas J. Watson Jr. had a
profound impact on IBM. The company became one of the most successful
and innovative companies in the world. However, the company's success
came at a price. Watson Sr. and Watson Jr. were both demanding and
autocratic leaders, and their employees often worked long hours under
intense pressure.

The Troubled Legacy

The legacy of Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Thomas J. Watson Jr. is complex.
They were brilliant leaders who built IBM into a global technology giant.



However, they were also demanding and autocratic leaders who put their
employees under intense pressure.

In the years since Watson Sr. and Watson Jr. stepped down from
leadership, IBM has been criticized for its corporate culture. Some critics
have accused the company of being too bureaucratic and slow-moving.
Others have accused the company of being too focused on profit at the
expense of its employees.

Despite these criticisms, IBM remains one of the most successful and
innovative companies in the world. The company's products and services
are used by businesses, governments, and universities all over the world.
IBM also plays a major role in the development of new technologies, such
as artificial intelligence and cloud computing.

The legacy of Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Thomas J. Watson Jr. is a
reminder that even the most successful companies are not immune to
criticism. However, their legacy is also a reminder that brilliant leadership
and innovation can overcome adversity and create lasting success.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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