
Selection of Eight Roman Lives: Exploring the
Greatness and Flaws of Ancient Rome's Most
Influential Figures
The grandeur and opulence of ancient Rome have captured the
imaginations of historians, scholars, and the general public alike for
centuries. From its humble beginnings as a small settlement on the banks
of the Tiber River, Rome rose to become one of the most powerful and
influential empires the world has ever seen. At the heart of this
extraordinary civilization were the individuals who shaped its destiny—the
statesmen, generals, and emperors whose lives continue to inspire and
fascinate.

In his seminal work, The Lives of the Twelve Caesars, the Roman
biographer Suetonius chronicled the lives and reigns of Rome's first twelve
emperors. Eight of these biographies, known as the Selection of Eight
Roman Lives, stand out as particularly illuminating accounts of Roman
history. These eight lives offer a glimpse into the complexities and
contradictions of the Roman character, revealing both the virtues and vices
that propelled the empire to greatness.
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1. Julius Caesar: The Ambitious Conqueror
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Gaius Julius Caesar, the charismatic and ambitious general, played a
pivotal role in the transformation of Rome from a republic to an empire.
Suetonius's biography of Caesar paints a vivid portrait of a brilliant military
strategist, a skilled politician, and a ruthless tyrant. Caesar's ambition knew
no bounds, and he pursued his goals with unwavering determination. He
conquered Gaul, extended Roman territory to the Rhine River, and
emerged as the undisputed master of Rome after a bitter civil war.
However, his hubris ultimately proved to be his downfall, as he was
assassinated by a group of senators on March 15, 44 B.C.

2. Augustus: The First Emperor



Statue of Augustus (Credit: Public domain)

Gaius Octavius, known as Augustus, was Caesar's adopted son and the
first emperor of the Roman Empire. Suetonius's biography of Augustus
highlights his remarkable political acumen and his commitment to restoring
order and stability to Rome after the chaos of the civil wars. Augustus
skillfully consolidated his power, established a system of imperial rule, and
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ushered in a period of relative peace and prosperity known as the Pax
Romana. He also played a crucial role in promoting Roman culture and art,
leaving behind a lasting legacy that continues to inspire awe.

3. Tiberius: The Suspicious Emperor

Tiberius, the second emperor of Rome, succeeded Augustus in A.D. 14.
Suetonius's biography of Tiberius reveals a complex and enigmatic figure,

https://nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImtBUG4zbDJPekVBMEh5RTZOd1RNR1NiOERCbXdRbTVFdEpHbVZGNzdtTVhDdHdkcVBoT2xQajQySmRYMG51SHJSWnVCWUJFRlduWHE1czFQOVY5MTJoNGVEN3lhayttMGhsZVdWQkVCaG1DdmVrb0tZYjk3SG5McE81QmJ2dTd3MFpaUkZST1FENFpQQVwvUkd0a0RJaitHYk94SjFFQ0NTVzJ3VThldjFXNWNHQ0lQOFpuNnUySWo2TW9ZbnBRdzVBeUNsWnhueUdcLzBPY1c1VVhob0UyY1NsWnp3VEFpUldtb1dqU3pGUWZGTzNXTDdIRmE4aDc1a2k0SWhGTE1BNSIsIml2IjoiMjI5Y2I0N2E1OGJmMzRlMTVmZTVmYTRmMzQ4OTU5ZWEiLCJzIjoiYTg3NmM3NzU2NTliYWFmNCJ9


haunted by suspicion and paranoia. Tiberius spent much of his reign in self-
imposed exile on the island of Capri, where he indulged in cruel and
debauched pleasures. While he maintained a reputation as a capable
general and administrator, his later years were marked by a reign of terror
against his perceived enemies.

4. Caligula: The Mad Emperor
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Bust of Caligula (Credit: Public domain)

Gaius Caesar, known as Caligula, was the third emperor of Rome and the
son of Germanicus, a popular general. Suetonius's biography of Caligula
portrays him as a cruel, depraved, and utterly insane tyrant. Caligula's reign
was marked by sadism, extortion, and sexual perversity. He declared
himself a god, built temples to his own cult, and ordered the murder of
countless senators and nobles. His madness reached its peak when he
appointed his favorite horse as a priest and consul. Caligula's excesses
ultimately led to his assassination by his own Praetorian Guard in A.D. 41.

5. Claudius: The Underestimated Emperor



Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, known as Claudius, was
the fourth emperor of Rome and the uncle of Caligula. Suetonius's
biography of Claudius presents a more nuanced and sympathetic portrait of
an emperor who was initially underestimated due to his physical disabilities
and perceived lack of ambition. Claudius proved to be a capable
administrator, expanding the Roman Empire, reforming the legal system,
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and promoting infrastructure projects. However, his reputation was
tarnished by his scandalous marriages and the influence of his freedmen,
who played a prominent role in his court.

6. Nero: The Firebug Emperor

Bust of Nero (Credit: Public domain)
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Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, known as Nero, was the fifth
emperor of Rome and the last of the Julio-Claudian dynasty. Suetonius's
biography of Nero paints a picture of a narcissistic, extravagant, and
bloodthirsty emperor. Nero's reign was characterized by a series of
megalomaniacal projects, including the construction of a colossal palace,
the Domus Aurea, and the persecution of Christians. He is best known for
his alleged role in the Great Fire of Rome in A.D. 64 and his subsequent
persecution of Christians as scapegoats. Nero's tyranny and excesses
eventually led to his suicide in A.D. 68.

7. Galba: The Thrifty Emperor



Servius Sulpicius Galba was the sixth emperor of Rome and the first
emperor of the Year of the Four Emperors, a chaotic period marked by civil
war and political instability. Suetonius's biography of Galba highlights his
frugality, military experience, and determination to restore order to Rome.
However, Galba's rigid discipline and lack of charisma alienated the Roman
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people and the Praetorian Guard. He was assassinated by his own soldiers
in A.D. 69, marking the end of the Julio-Claudian dynasty.

8. Otho: The Debauched Emperor

Bust of Otho (Credit: Public domain)
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Marcus Salvius Otho was the seventh emperor of Rome and the second
emperor of the Year of the Four Emperors. Suetonius's biography of Otho
reveals a self-indulgent, pleasure-seeking emperor who was deeply
involved in the debauchery of Nero's court. Otho's reign was brief and
marked by political instability and military setbacks. He was defeated by
Vitellius in the Battle of Bedriacum and committed suicide in A.D. 69.

The Selection of Eight Roman Lives from Suetonius's The Lives of the
Twelve Caesars offers a fascinating exploration of the human condition,
showcasing the virtues and vices that fueled the rise and fall of ancient
Rome. These eight biographies provide a glimpse into the ambitions,
triumphs, failures, and complexities of some of history's most remarkable
figures. By studying their lives, we gain a deeper understanding of the
human capacity for greatness, folly, and redemption. The lessons learned
from these ancient Romans continue to resonate with us today, reminding
us of the importance of ambition, leadership, courage, humility, and the
enduring legacy of human endeavor.
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## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...
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