
Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent: A
Legacy of Bravery and Resilience
Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent, born Alexander Kent in 1884,
was a prominent figure in the early 20th century. As a Native American
warrior and activist, he fought for the rights of his people and became an
inspiration for generations to come. This article explores the remarkable life
of Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent, highlighting his contributions
to Indigenous advocacy, his experiences as a warrior, and his enduring
legacy as a symbol of strength and resilience.
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Early Life and Native American Heritage

Alexander Kent was born in 1884 on the Crow Indian Reservation in
Montana. His father was Blackfoot and his mother was Crow. As a child, he
immersed himself in the culture and traditions of his people, learning the
skills of hunting, horsemanship, and warfare.

At the age of 15, Kent first earned his name, Running Eagle Woman
Warrior, after a courageous encounter with a bear. Legend has it that he
confronted a bear that was attacking his tribe's horses, bravely fending off
the animal with his bow and arrow. From that day forward, he was known
as Running Eagle Woman Warrior, a name that reflected both his bravery
and his devotion to his people.

Service as a Warrior

Kent's reputation as a warrior grew during his time with the U.S. Army's
Indian Scouts. These units played a crucial role in the Army's campaigns
against other Native American tribes, and Kent served with distinction,
participating in several skirmishes and battles.

In addition to his military service, Kent also became known for his skills as
a traditional warrior. He was an expert horseman and a proficient archer,
and he often participated in ceremonial battles and competitions. His
strength and agility on the battlefield earned him the respect of both his
fellow tribesmen and his adversaries.

Activism and Advocacy
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After the end of his military service, Kent dedicated his life to advocating for
the rights and interests of his people. He became actively involved in
politics, working through organizations such as the Society of American
Indians and the Native American Church.

Kent was an outspoken advocate for tribal sovereignty and self-
determination. He traveled the country, speaking out against government
policies that were harmful to Native Americans. He also worked to preserve
and promote traditional Native American culture and spirituality.

Enduring Legacy

Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent passed away in 1963, but his
legacy continues to inspire and empower Native Americans today. He is
remembered as a symbol of strength, resilience, and the ongoing struggle
for Indigenous rights.

In 1993, the Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent Museum was
established on the site of his birthplace on the Crow Indian Reservation.
The museum houses a collection of his belongings, including his war
bonnet, weapons, and photographs, and it serves as a testament to his life
and accomplishments.

Running Eagle Woman Warrior Oliver Kent was a remarkable man who
dedicated his life to serving his people. As a warrior, activist, and advocate,
he fought tirelessly for the rights and interests of Native Americans. His
legacy as a symbol of strength, resilience, and cultural pride continues to
inspire generations to come.
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