
Representations of Modernity, Race, and
Nation in Early Modern Dance
Early modern dance was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that
reflected the social, political, and economic changes of the period. It was a
time of great upheaval and change, as new ideas about the world and
humanity's place in it emerged. These changes were reflected in the ways
in which dance was performed, choreographed, and consumed.

This article explores the ways in which early modern dance represented
modernity, race, and nation. It examines how dance was used to construct
and reinforce social hierarchies and to shape national identities. The article
also discusses the ways in which dance was used to resist and challenge
these hierarchies and identities.
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The early modern period was a time of great change and upheaval. The
rise of the nation-state and the Protestant Reformation led to a new
emphasis on individualism and national identity. This new emphasis was
reflected in the ways in which dance was performed and choreographed.

Early modern dance was often used to celebrate the power and glory of the
nation-state. Royal courts and other centers of power commissioned
dances that glorified the monarch and the nation. These dances were often
elaborate and spectacular, and they were designed to impress foreign
dignitaries and to reinforce the authority of the state.

However, early modern dance was not simply a tool of the state. It was also
a form of popular entertainment that was enjoyed by people of all social
classes. Popular dances were often more informal and spontaneous than
court dances, and they allowed people to express their own creativity and
individuality.

Race and the Construction of Social Hierarchies

The early modern period was also a time of great racial inequality.
Europeans began to colonize the Americas and Africa, and they brought
with them their own deeply ingrained prejudices about race. These
prejudices were reflected in the ways in which dance was performed and
choreographed.

White dancers were often portrayed as superior to black dancers, and they
were given the most prestigious roles in ballets and other dance
performances. Black dancers were often relegated to playing roles that
were subservient or comedic. This racial hierarchy was not only reflected in



the ways in which dance was performed, but it was also reinforced by the
ways in which dance was written about and discussed.

However, there were also some early modern dances that challenged the
prevailing racial hierarchy. Some choreographers began to incorporate
elements of African and Native American dance into their work. These
dances were often more egalitarian than traditional European dances, and
they allowed dancers of all races to participate on an equal footing.

Challenging the Nation-State and the Racial Hierarchy

The early modern period was also a time of great social and political
upheaval. The Protestant Reformation led to a new emphasis on individual
conscience, and the Enlightenment led to a new emphasis on reason and
human rights. These new ideas began to challenge the authority of the
nation-state and the racial hierarchy.

Some early modern dancers began to use their art to express their own
dissent and to challenge the status quo. They choreographed dances that
celebrated diversity and equality, and they challenged the prevailing racial
hierarchy. These dances were often controversial, and they were
sometimes met with resistance from the authorities.

However, these dances were also a powerful force for change. They helped
to raise awareness of the plight of the marginalized, and they inspired
others to fight for a more just and egalitarian society.

Early modern dance was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that
reflected the social, political, and economic changes of the period. It was a



time of great change and upheaval, and these changes were reflected in
the ways in which dance was performed, choreographed, and consumed.

Dance was used to construct and reinforce social hierarchies and to shape
national identities. However, it was also used to resist and challenge these
hierarchies and identities. Early modern dance was a powerful force for
change, and it helped to shape the world in which we live today.
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