
Mr. Five Percent: The Man Who Changed the
Way We Think About Voting
In the 1980s, political scientist Michael Malbin coined the term "Mr. Five
Percent" to describe the median voter, the person whose vote is most likely
to swing an election. Malbin's research showed that the median voter is
typically a middle-aged, white, homeowner with a moderate income. This
voter is more likely to vote for candidates who support their interests, such
as tax cuts and lower government spending. The median voter is also more
likely to be swayed by negative advertising than positive advertising.
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The Importance of the Median Voter

The median voter is important because he or she is the most likely voter to
swing an election. This means that candidates who want to win elections
need to focus on appealing to the median voter. In order to do this,
candidates need to understand the median voter's interests and concerns.
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They also need to be able to articulate their positions in a way that appeals
to the median voter.

The median voter is not always the same person. The median voter can
change from election to election, depending on the issues that are
important to voters at the time. For example, in an election where the
economy is the most important issue, the median voter is likely to be
someone who is concerned about jobs and the cost of living. In an election
where national security is the most important issue, the median voter is
likely to be someone who is concerned about terrorism and foreign policy.

How to Appeal to the Median Voter

There are a number of things that candidates can do to appeal to the
median voter. First, they need to understand the median voter's interests
and concerns. This means talking to voters and listening to what they have
to say. Candidates also need to be able to articulate their positions in a way
that appeals to the median voter. This means using language that is clear
and concise, and avoiding jargon and technical terms.

Second, candidates need to focus on the issues that are most important to
the median voter. This means talking about the economy, jobs, healthcare,
and education. Candidates also need to be able to offer concrete solutions
to the problems that voters are facing. These solutions should be realistic
and achievable, and they should be presented in a way that is clear and
concise.

Finally, candidates need to run positive campaigns. This means avoiding
negative advertising and focusing on the issues instead of their opponents.
Candidates also need to be respectful of their opponents and their



supporters. By running positive campaigns, candidates can create a sense
of trust and credibility with the median voter.

The Impact of Mr. Five Percent

Michael Malbin's concept of "Mr. Five Percent" has had a profound impact
on the way we think about voting and elections. Malbin's research has
shown that the median voter is a powerful force in American politics.
Candidates who want to win elections need to understand the median
voter's interests and concerns, and they need to be able to articulate their
positions in a way that appeals to the median voter. By understanding the
median voter, candidates can increase their chances of winning elections
and making a difference in the lives of their constituents.

The median voter is a powerful force in American politics. Candidates who
want to win elections need to understand the median voter's interests and
concerns, and they need to be able to articulate their positions in a way that
appeals to the median voter. By understanding the median voter,
candidates can increase their chances of winning elections and making a
difference in the lives of their constituents.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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