
Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
##

The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
##

Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and
the Remaking of Israel by Dan Ephron

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 5183 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 311 pages

**

An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny

**

On an autumn evening in 1995, a single shot shattered the peace that
had been painstakingly built in the Middle East. The assassination of
Yitzhak Rabin, Israel's charismatic prime minister, sent shockwaves
through the nation and beyond.
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Rabin was no ordinary leader. He was an esteemed military commander, a
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and a visionary who dared to dream of a
peaceful coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians. His assassination
by a Jewish extremist marked a turning point in Israeli history, a moment
when hope gave way to despair.

The immediate aftermath of the assassination was chaos and turmoil.
Israel was gripped by a collective sense of grief and anger, while the
international community condemned the cowardly act. The assassination
also raised profound questions about the future of the peace process,
which Rabin had tirelessly pursued.

In the years that followed, the memory of Rabin and his legacy lived on.
The Israeli government established the Yitzhak Rabin Center, a museum
and educational institution dedicated to promoting his vision of peace.
Rabin's image became a symbol of the hope that had been shattered, but
also of the determination to continue his work.

However, the assassination also had a profound impact on the Israeli
psyche. The nation's trust in its leaders was shaken, and the fear of future
violence became pervasive. The peace process, which Rabin had worked
so hard to advance, stalled. Hardline elements within Israeli society gained
ground, advocating for a more confrontational approach towards the
Palestinians.

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin had far-reaching consequences for
Israel and the Middle East. It marked the end of an era of optimism and set
the stage for a period of heightened conflict. The legacy of Rabin's



assassination is still felt today, as Israelis continue to grapple with the
challenges of balancing security and peace.

** The Man: Yitzhak Rabin**

Yitzhak Rabin was born in Jerusalem in 1922, during the British Mandate of
Palestine. He joined the Palmach, the elite fighting force of the pre-state
Jewish community, at the age of 18. Rabin fought in the 1948 Arab-Israeli
War, where he quickly rose through the ranks and became one of Israel's
most successful military commanders.

After the war, Rabin pursued a political career. He served as ambassador
to the United States and as Minister of Defense before becoming Prime
Minister in 1974. Rabin's first term as Prime Minister was marked by the
signing of the Camp David Accords, a landmark agreement with Egypt that
laid the foundation for a peaceful resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Rabin's second term as Prime Minister, which began in 1992, was defined
by his commitment to the peace process. He signed the Oslo Accords with
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO),which granted limited
autonomy to the Palestinians. Rabin's efforts earned him the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1994, along with PLO leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres.

** The Assassination**

On November 4, 1995, Rabin was attending a peace rally in Tel Aviv's
Rabin Square. As he left the stage, a right-wing extremist named Yigal Amir
fired three shots at him point-blank. Rabin was rushed to the hospital, but
he died from his wounds shortly after.



Amir was a Jewish settler who opposed Rabin's peace policies. He
believed that Rabin was betraying Israel by negotiating with the
Palestinians. Amir's assassination of Rabin was an act of political terrorism
that shocked the world.

**The Aftermath**

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin had a profound impact on Israel and
the Middle East. The nation was plunged into mourning, and the peace
process came to a standstill. Hardline elements within Israeli society gained
ground, advocating for a more confrontational approach towards the
Palestinians.

The assassination also raised questions about the future of democracy in
Israel. The murder of a sitting Prime Minister by a Jewish extremist was a
disturbing sign of the growing polarization within Israeli society.

**The Legacy**

The legacy of Yitzhak Rabin is complex and multifaceted. He was a military
commander who won Israel's War of Independence, a Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, and a visionary leader who dared to dream of a peaceful
coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians. His assassination was a
tragedy that set back the cause of peace in the Middle East.

Rabin's legacy continues to inspire Israelis and Palestinians who
believe in the possibility of peace. The Yitzhak Rabin Center,
established in his memory, is a thriving educational institution that
promotes his vision of a shared future for Israelis and Palestinians.



However, Rabin's legacy is also contested. Hardline elements within
Israeli society continue to vilify him as a traitor who betrayed Israel's
security. The assassination of Rabin remains a painful reminder of the
deep divisions that exist within Israeli society.

****

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin was a watershed moment in Israeli
history. It marked the end of an era of optimism and set the stage for a
period of heightened conflict. The legacy of Rabin's assassination is still felt
today, as Israelis continue to grapple with the challenges of balancing
security and peace.

Rabin was a flawed leader, but he was also a man of courage and vision.
He believed that peace was possible, even in the face of adversity. His
assassination was a tragedy, but his legacy continues to inspire those who
believe in the possibility of a better future for Israel and the Middle East.
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