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John Feerick, a visionary legal scholar and staunch advocate for the rights
of the blind, dedicated his life to transforming the criminal justice system.
Despite profound visual impairment, Feerick's brilliance and unwavering
determination propelled him to the forefront of law and policy, leaving an
indomitable mark on society.

Early Life and Education

Born in 1935 in Worcester, Massachusetts, Feerick contracted measles at
the age of two, resulting in irreversible blindness. However, this did not
deter his academic pursuits. He excelled in school, graduating from Holy
Cross College in 1957 and Fordham Law School in 1960.

Legal Career and Advocacy

After passing the bar exam, Feerick joined the Legal Aid Society of New
York, where he witnessed firsthand the injustices faced by marginalized
communities, particularly those with disabilities. In 1968, he was appointed
Dean of Fordham Law School, becoming the first blind dean of an
accredited law school in the United States.
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As Dean, Feerick implemented transformative reforms, including
establishing a clinical program focused on criminal defense and a center for
disability law. He was instrumental in advocating for the rights of prisoners,
the mentally ill, and individuals with disabilities.

Criminal Justice Reform

Feerick's profound understanding of the criminal justice system and its
shortcomings led him to champion numerous reforms. He advocated for
alternatives to incarceration, such as probation and community service, and
played a pivotal role in establishing bail reform and pretrial diversion
programs.

Feerick also criticized the overuse of solitary confinement and supported
programs to provide education and rehabilitation to incarcerated
individuals. His advocacy extended beyond the United States, as he
collaborated with international organizations to promote fair and humane
criminal justice practices.

Disability Rights

In addition to his work in criminal justice, Feerick was a tireless advocate
for disability rights. He served on the National Council on Disability and the
American Bar Association's Commission on Mental and Physical Disability
Law.

Feerick's efforts resulted in significant legal victories, including the passage
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990. The ADA prohibits
discrimination against individuals with disabilities in employment, public
accommodations, transportation, and other areas of life.



Later Life and Legacy

Throughout his career, Feerick received numerous accolades and awards
for his contributions to law and disability rights. In 1999, he was awarded
the prestigious Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor in
the United States.

John Feerick passed away in 2022 at the age of 86. His legacy as a
visionary leader and advocate for justice continues to inspire generations of
legal professionals and disability rights activists.

John Feerick's life is a testament to the transformative power of one
individual's unwavering determination. Despite facing significant
challenges, his brilliance, compassion, and tireless advocacy left an
enduring mark on the criminal justice system and the lives of countless
individuals. Feerick's legacy as a blind advocate who changed the
landscape of law and society will continue to resonate for generations to
come.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
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## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...
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