
Immanuel Kant: The Philosopher Who
Changed Modern Philosophy

Early Life and Education

Immanuel Kant was born in Königsberg, Prussia (now Kaliningrad, Russia)
on April 22, 1724. His father was a saddler and his mother was a pietist.
Kant was a sickly child and was often confined to bed. He was educated at
the University of Königsberg, where he studied philosophy, mathematics,
and natural science.
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Kant's Philosophical Career

After graduating from university, Kant worked as a tutor and then as a
librarian. In 1770, he was appointed to the chair of logic and metaphysics at
the University of Königsberg. He held this position for the rest of his life.

Kant's most important works include the Critique of Pure Reason
(1781),the Critique of Practical Reason (1788),and the Critique of
Judgment (1790). In these works, Kant argued that human knowledge is
limited to the world of experience. We can only know things as they appear
to us, not as they are in themselves.

Kant also argued that morality is based on reason. We should act only
according to those principles that we can universalize. In other words, we
should only act in ways that we would be willing for everyone else to act.

Kant's philosophy had a profound impact on Western thought. His work on
epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics is still studied and debated today.

Kant's Major Ideas
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Epistemology

Kant argued that human knowledge is limited to the world of experience.
We can only know things as they appear to us, not as they are in
themselves. This is because our knowledge is mediated by our senses and
our understanding. Our senses provide us with information about the world,
but our understanding organizes and interprets this information.

Kant also argued that there are certain things that we can know a priori, or
independently of experience. These include the laws of logic and
mathematics. Kant called these a priori truths "synthetic judgments a
priori."

Metaphysics

Kant argued that the world is divided into two realms: the phenomenal
realm and the noumenal realm. The phenomenal realm is the world of
experience, while the noumenal realm is the world of things as they are in
themselves.

Kant argued that we can only know the phenomenal realm. We cannot
know the noumenal realm because it is beyond our experience. However,
we can still talk about the noumenal realm in a limited way. For example,
we can say that the noumenal realm is the source of the phenomenal
realm.

Ethics

Kant argued that morality is based on reason. We should act only
according to those principles that we can universalize. In other words, we
should only act in ways that we would be willing for everyone else to act.



Kant also argued that the only thing that is good in itself is a good will.
Everything else, such as happiness, wealth, and power, is only good
conditionally.

Kant's Legacy

Kant is one of the most important philosophers in Western history. His work
on epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics has had a profound impact on
Western thought. His ideas are still studied and debated today.

Kant's legacy is not limited to his philosophical work. He also made
significant contributions to other fields, such as astronomy, geography, and
anthropology. Kant was a true polymath, and his work has had a lasting
impact on our understanding of the world.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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