
Glenn Hammond Curtiss and the Race to
Invent the Airplane
Glenn Hammond Curtiss was an American aviation pioneer who played a
major role in the development of the airplane. He was a rival of the Wright
brothers and competed with them for the title of being the first to fly a
heavier-than-air machine. Curtiss eventually won this race, but the Wright
brothers are still widely credited with being the fathers of aviation.

Curtiss's Early Life and Career

Glenn Hammond Curtiss was born in Hammondsport, New York, on May
21, 1878. He was the son of Frank R. Curtiss and Lua Stewart Curtiss.
Curtiss's father was a carriage maker, and Curtiss himself worked in his
father's shop from a young age. He developed an early interest in
mechanics and engineering, and he began building bicycles at the age of
15.
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In 1898, Curtiss founded the G.H. Curtiss Manufacturing Company, which
produced bicycles and motorcycles. He also began experimenting with
gasoline engines, and he soon developed a lightweight, powerful engine
that could be used to power an airplane.

The Race to Invent the Airplane

In 1903, the Wright brothers made their historic first flight at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina. Curtiss was inspired by their success, and he soon began
working on his own airplane design. He built a small, lightweight biplane,
which he called the June Bug. On July 4, 1908, Curtiss flew the June Bug
for a distance of 5,000 feet, setting a new world record for the longest flight
by an airplane.

The Wright brothers were not impressed by Curtiss's achievement, and
they continued to claim that they were the first to fly a heavier-than-air
machine. However, Curtiss's flight was a major milestone in the
development of aviation, and it helped to establish the United States as a
leader in the field.

Curtiss's Later Career

After his successful flight in 1908, Curtiss continued to develop and build
airplanes. He founded the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company in 1910,
and he soon became one of the leading manufacturers of airplanes in the
United States. Curtiss's airplanes were used by the U.S. military during
World War I, and they played a major role in the Allied victory.

Curtiss also made a number of important contributions to the development
of aviation technology. He invented the aileron, which is a control surface
that allows an airplane to roll. He also developed the seaplane, which is an



airplane that can take off and land on water. Curtiss's innovations helped to
make airplanes more maneuverable and versatile, and they played a major
role in the growth of aviation.

Curtiss's Legacy

Glenn Hammond Curtiss died in Buffalo, New York, on July 23, 1930. He
was 52 years old. He is considered one of the most important pioneers of
aviation, and his contributions to the field are still felt today. Curtiss's
airplanes were used in both world wars, and his innovations helped to
make airplanes more maneuverable and versatile. He is also credited with
developing the seaplane, which has become an essential tool for
exploration and rescue operations.

Curtiss's legacy extends beyond his contributions to aviation. He was also
a successful businessman and inventor. He founded the Curtiss Aeroplane
and Motor Company, which became one of the leading manufacturers of
airplanes in the United States. He also invented a number of important
technologies, including the aileron and the seaplane. Curtiss was a true
pioneer of aviation, and his legacy will continue to inspire future
generations of aviators.

Additional Information

Curtiss was a member of the National Academy of Sciences.

He was awarded the Collier Trophy in 1911 for his contributions to
aviation.

The town of Hammondsport, New York, is home to the Glenn H.
Curtiss Museum.
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The June Bug, Curtiss's first successful airplane
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## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
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1995, a single shot shattered...
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