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The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) is one of the oldest and most
experienced air forces in the world. It has played a vital role in Australia's
defence since its formation in 1921, and has seen action in every major
conflict involving Australia.

The Early Years

The RAAF was formed on 31 March 1921, following the amalgamation of
the Australian Flying Corps and the Australian Naval Aviation Service. The
new air force was initially small, with just over 1,000 personnel and a
handful of aircraft. However, it quickly grew in size and capability, and by
the outbreak of World War II in 1939, the RAAF was a well-trained and
well-equipped force.
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World War II

The RAAF played a major role in the Allied victory in World War II. It fought
in every major theatre of the war, from Europe to the Pacific. In the Battle of
Britain, RAAF pilots helped to defend the United Kingdom from German
invasion. In the Pacific, RAAF squadrons fought against the Japanese in
Burma, New Guinea, and the Philippines.

One of the most famous RAAF units of World War II was No. 75 Squadron,
which was known as the "Eagle Squadron". The Eagle Squadron was
formed in 1940 and fought alongside the Royal Air Force in the Battle of
Britain. The squadron was disbanded in 1942, but its pilots had played a
significant role in the defence of the United Kingdom.

The RAAF also played a vital role in the defence of Australia during World
War II. In 1942, Japanese forces bombed Darwin, and the RAAF helped to
defend the city. The RAAF also fought against the Japanese in the Battle of
the Coral Sea and the Battle of the Bismarck Sea.

The Cold War

After World War II, the RAAF continued to play a vital role in Australia's
defence. It was involved in the Korean War and the Vietnam War. During
the Cold War, the RAAF was responsible for the air defence of Australia
and its allies in the Asia-Pacific region.

The RAAF also played a role in the Gulf War and the Iraq War. In 2001, the
RAAF began operations in Afghanistan as part of the War on Terror.

The RAAF Today



Today, the RAAF is a modern and well-equipped force. It has a fleet of over
100 combat aircraft, including the F-35 Lightning II and the F/A-18F Super
Hornet. The RAAF also has a number of transport aircraft, helicopters, and
surveillance aircraft.

The RAAF is responsible for the air defence of Australia and its allies in the
Asia-Pacific region. It also plays a role in international peacekeeping
operations and humanitarian assistance missions.

The Royal Australian Air Force has played a vital role in Australia's defence
for over 100 years. It has fought in every major conflict involving Australia,
and has always acquitted itself with distinction. The RAAF is a highly skilled
and professional force, and it is an essential part of Australia's defence.
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Killing A King: The Assassination Of Yitzhak
Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel
## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **
An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
1995, a single shot shattered...

Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo
In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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