Defending the Undefendable: Lvmi Walter
Block's Libertarian Philosophy

Lvmi Walter Block, an Austrian economist and libertarian philosopher, is
known for his provocative and uncompromising defense of individual liberty.
In his book, "Defending the Undefendable," Block argues that even the
most reviled and unpopular ideas deserve to be protected from censorship
and suppression. He does so using a unique and rigorous methodology
known as "praxeology," which deduces logical s from self-evident axioms.

Praxeology: Block's Unique Approach

Praxeology, as defined by Block, is "the logic of human action." It operates
on the fundamental assumption that humans act purposefully and rationally
to achieve their goals. By logically deducing the consequences of these
actions, praxeology allows us to derive economic and social truths without
relying on empirical data.
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Using praxeology, Block constructs a rigorous framework within which he
analyzes controversial issues such as drug legalization, prostitution,
pornography, and even cannibalism. By applying deductive logic, he
demonstrates that these activities, while morally repugnant to many, do not
violate the rights of others and should therefore be legalized so long as
they are voluntary and non-coercive.

Individual Liberty as the Cornerstone of Society

At the heart of Block's philosophy lies an unwavering belief in the
importance of individual liberty. He argues that each person has the
inherent right to make choices about their own life and property, provided
they do not infringe upon the rights of others. This principle extends to all
aspects of life, including economic activity, personal relationships, and even
the use of drugs.

Block contends that by limiting individual liberty, we create an environment
where the state can control and dictate our lives. He vehemently opposes
any form of government intervention or regulation that restricts the
economic choices of individuals, arguing that it stifles innovation and
prosperity.

The "Canned Laughter" Theory of Ethics

One of the most controversial aspects of Block's philosophy is his "canned
laughter" theory of ethics. This theory posits that our moral judgments are
merely subjective opinions that are based on what we perceive as
humorous or absurd. Block argues that there is no objective moral code,
and that our ethical beliefs are simply the result of socialization and cultural
conditioning.



The "canned laughter" theory challenges the notion of universal morality
and raises questions about the validity of our ethical judgments. Block
believes that this theory liberates individuals from the constraints of
conventional morality and allows them to make their own ethical decisions
based on their own values and preferences.

Criticisms and Controversies

Block's provocative ideas have not come without their share of criticism.
Critics have accused him of promoting extreme and dangerous ideologies
that could lead to social chaos. Some have even labeled him a "radical
libertarian" who places individual liberty above the well-being of society as
a whole.

Block acknowledges these critiques but maintains that he is merely
defending individual rights and that his critics fail to grasp the logical
consequences of their own beliefs. He argues that any attempt to restrict
individual liberty will ultimately lead to authoritarianism and a loss of
freedom for all.

Lvmi Walter Block's "Defending the Undefendable" is a thought-provoking
and challenging book that pushes the boundaries of libertarianism and
individual liberty. Using his unique praxeological approach, Block argues
that even the most controversial ideas deserve protection and that the state
should play a limited role in regulating human action. While his ideas may
be provocative, they force us to confront our own beliefs and assumptions
about morality and the proper role of government.

Whether one agrees or disagrees with Block's philosophy, there is no
denying his rigorous intellectual approach and his unwavering commitment



to defending the rights of individuals. "Defending the Undefendable" is a
must-read for anyone interested in libertarianism, economics, or the limits
of individual liberty.
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## The Assassination Of Yitzhak Rabin And The Remaking Of Israel ## **

T — An Event That Reshaped a Nation's Destiny ** On an autumn evening in
oo S w A1 1995, a single shot shattered...
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-~ i Death in Benin: Where Science Meets Voodoo

In the West African nation of Benin, death is not simply the end of life. It
is a complex and mysterious process that is believed to involve both the
physical and spiritual...
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