Cokie: A Life Well Lived - A Comprehensive
Summary of Steven Roberts' Biography

In his poignant and illuminating biography, 'Cokie,' Steven Roberts paints a
vivid portrait of Cokie Roberts, an American icon and trailblazing journalist.
This in-depth summary unveils the remarkable life and legacy of a woman

who shattered glass ceilings and left an indelible mark on American history
and public discourse.

Early Life and Education

Mary Martha Corinne Morrison Claiborne Boggs, known to the world as
Cokie Roberts, was born on December 27, 1943, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Her father, Thomas Hale Boggs, was a prominent Democratic
congressman, and her mother, Corinne Morrison Claiborne, was a
renowned journalist. From a young age, Cokie was immersed in the worlds
of politics and journalism, which would shape her future path.
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Cokie attended Wellesley College, where she studied political science and
journalism. She graduated with honors in 1964 and went on to earn a
master's degree in journalism from Columbia University.

Journalistic Career

Cokie's journalistic career began in 1965, when she joined the staff of The
Times-Picayune in New Orleans. In 1970, she moved to Washington, D.C.,
to cover Congress for Congressional Quarterly. Her insightful reporting and
sharp analysis quickly gained recognition within political circles.

In 1976, Cokie joined NPR as a political correspondent. She was one of the
first women to cover the White House for a major news organization. Her
reporting was known for its objectivity, fairness, and deep understanding of
the political landscape.

In 1988, Cokie became the first woman to host "This Week with David
Brinkley' on ABC News. She held this position for five years, becoming a
household name and earning numerous awards for her work.

Public Broadcasting

In 1993, Cokie joined PBS, where she hosted the political talk show The
Cokie Roberts Show.' The show featured in-depth interviews with
newsmakers and political analysts. Cokie was known for her ability to
bridge partisan divides and foster constructive dialogue.

Cokie Roberts was also a regular contributor to PBS's 'NewsHour' and
'Washington Week.' Her insightful commentary and analysis helped viewers
navigate the complexities of American politics.



Personal Life

In 1966, Cokie married fellow journalist Steven V. Roberts. Together, they
had two children, Rebecca Boggs Roberts and Lee Roberts. Cokie and
Steven remained happily married until Cokie's passing in 2019.

Cokie Roberts was not only a formidable journalist but also a devoted wife,
mother, and grandmother. She was known for her warmth, generosity, and
love of family.

Legacy and Impact

Cokie Roberts' legacy is one of trailblazing achievement and enduring
impact. As one of the first women to break into the male-dominated world of
political journalism, she paved the way for countless others.

Through her insightful reporting, incisive commentary, and tireless efforts to
bridge political divides, Cokie Roberts made an indelible mark on American
public discourse. She was a trusted source of information and a voice of
reason in a often polarized political environment.

Cokie Roberts' legacy extends far beyond her professional
accomplishments. She was a role model for women and girls,
demonstrating that intelligence, determination, and hard work can
overcome any barrier.

In her honor, the George Washington University School of Media and
Public Affairs established the Cokie Roberts Center for Women and Media.
The center aims to promote women's leadership in media and public life.

Critical Reception of 'Cokie’



Steven Roberts' biography, 'Cokie,' has been widely acclaimed by critics
and readers alike. The book has been praised for its intimate portrayal of
Cokie Roberts, its insightful analysis of her career, and its exploration of the
complexities of American politics.

The New York Times called 'Cokie' "a warm, affectionate, and illuminating
portrait of a woman who made a difference in the world." The Washington
Post described the book as "a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the life and career of one of America's most influential
journalists."

Cokie Roberts was an American icon, a trailblazing journalist, and a
beloved public figure. Steven Roberts' biography, 'Cokie,' captures the
essence of this extraordinary woman, providing an intimate and insightful
look at her life, career, and enduring legacy.

Whether you are a longtime admirer of Cokie Roberts or simply curious
about the life of this remarkable woman, 'Cokie' is a must-read. It is a
testament to the power of determination, the importance of breaking
barriers, and the enduring impact of a life well lived.
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