A Trip Down Memory Lane: My Childhood in a
Hong Kong Squatter Village

Growing up in a squatter village in Hong Kong was an experience unlike
any other. It was a world of its own, with its own unique set of rules and
traditions. It was a place where community was everything, and where
everyone knew each other's business. It was a place where | learned the
value of hard work, perseverance, and resilience.

| was born in a squatter village in the New Territories in 1960. My family
was poor, and we lived in a small, wooden shack with no running water or
electricity. We shared a communal toilet and bathroom with the other
families in the village. It was a simple life, but we were happy.
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My parents worked long hours to provide for our family. My father was a
construction worker, and my mother was a seamstress. | helped out around
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the house as much as | could. | would fetch water from the well, help my
mother with the laundry, and take care of my younger siblings.

Despite our poverty, | have many fond memories of my childhood in the
squatter village. | loved playing with my friends in the streets. We would
play hide-and-seek, tag, and other traditional games. We would also go
swimming in the nearby river. It was a carefree time, and | made many
lifelong friends.

| also learned a lot about life in the squatter village. | learned the
importance of community. Everyone in the village helped each other out. If
someone was sick, the neighbors would bring them food and medicine. If
someone needed help with their housework, the neighbors would pitch in. It
was a close-knit community, and | felt like | belonged.

| also learned the value of hard work. My parents worked long hours, and
they taught me the importance of perseverance. They taught me that
nothing is impossible if you work hard enough. | took that lesson to heart,
and it has served me well throughout my life.

In 1973, the government cleared the squatter village where | grew up. My
family was relocated to a public housing estate. It was a big change, but we
eventually adjusted. | went on to finish school and get a good job. | am now
married with children of my own.

| am grateful for the experience of growing up in a squatter village. It taught
me the value of hard work, perseverance, and resilience. It also taught me
the importance of community. | am proud of my roots, and | will never forget
the people and the place that helped to shape me into the person | am
today.



Here are some photos of my childhood in the squatter village:
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